Introduced by Council Member Daniels: 

RESOLUTION 2014-328
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING THE JEAN RIBAULT HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 1979 ON THE OCCASION OF THE 35TH ANNIVERSARY OF THEIR HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, 2014 marks the 35th anniversary of the graduation of the Jean Ribault High School Class of 1979; and


WHEREAS, the Ribault Class of 1979 attended the school during a time of considerable change, both proposed and actual, both at the school and in the Duval County school district as a whole, during its tenure from 1975 to 1979; and


WHEREAS, Ribault High School experienced a change of leadership in 1978, with Principal Vera Davis being succeeded by Dr. Walter Harris and Assistant Principal Chris Poulos being succeeded by legendary Raines High School coach and athletic director (and later School Board member) Jimmie Johnson; and 


WHEREAS, students watched with interest during 1978 and 1979 as the School Board, parents, and the community at-large engaged in a long and spirited debate over whether, how much and what sort of sex education curriculum belonged in the Duval County public schools; and


WHEREAS, capital improvements to schools were also a hot topic in the mid-to-late 1970s, with the School Board voting to construct six new football stadiums for district schools, which substantially reduced the number of games played by high school teams at the Gator Bowl, and with the citizens of Jacksonville voting negatively in a School Board-initiated referendum on whether or not the district should raise the funds needed to air condition the public schools; and

WHEREAS, the Class of 1979 was the first graduating class to be required to take the State of Florida’s new Statewide Assessment of Basic Skills, commonly referred to as the “state literacy test”, which replaced the existing county-level skills exam; and

WHEREAS, during their first two years at Ribault High School, the Class of 1979 were classmates with one of America’s best female athletes, sprinter Chandra Cheesborough, a 1977 Ribault graduate who won two gold medals in the 200 meters at the 1975 Pan American Games where set the American record for the distance, and subsequently finished second in the U.S. Olympic trials and sixth in the 200 meters at the 1976 Olympic Games in Montreal while on her way to more national and world records in world championships and Olympic Games well into the 1980s; and 

WHEREAS, the 475 members of Class of 1979 elected the following school leaders and officers: Student Council President Kimberly Parrish and Vice President Darlene Mitchell; Senior Class President Suzanne Cullins, Senior Class Vice President Eddie Anderson and Class Treasurer Colleen Hopkins; Homecoming King Terrian Owens and Homecoming Queen Kimberly Parrish; Ms. Trojan Charla Steeley and Mr. Trojan Jefferey Warren; Ms. Blue and White Susan Scott; Ms. Football Joy McCoy; and Ms. Sweetheart Felicia Williams and
WHEREAS, the cheerleaders of the Class of 1979 were Captain Charri Carter, Carlette Williams, Karin Owens, Pamela Hamilton, Sandra Blakely, Monyca Colvin, Arnika Greene, Kelley Clayton, and Cheryl McTeer; and 
WHEREAS, the drum major of the Class of 1979 was Solomon McClendon; and 
WHEREAS, the students showcased in the Class of 1979 were Mr. Zodiac, Alton Hall; Most Intellectual, Culbert Laster, Suzette Cullins, Betty Grant, Mark Holmes, Antoinette Luster and Susan Wright; and Leaders of Tomorrow Suzanne Cullins, Janet Denson, Felicia Leroy, Sherry Powell and Sherry Schofield; and
WHEREAS, the Class of 1979 has lost some of its members with the passing of Eddie Anderson, Walter Baker, Antino Barnes, Sheldon Bryant, Deborah Buckner, Rosario Burgess, Bryan Chaney, Gregory Chappell, Rosemary Day, Alfred Floyd, Carl Fuller, Dwight Green, Lloyd Henderson, Tonya Henry, Fred Hill Jr., Dorothy Holmes, Johnny Johnson, Jacqueline Kennedy, Faith Marshall, LaTanya Michael, Robert Montgomery, Terrence Nesmith, Sherry Powell, Bobby Reeves, William Rutledge, Bruce Smith, Charles Sparks, Jacqueline Stephens, Sheryl Studemire, Reginald Thomas, Kenneth Truett, Deloris Washing, Deidre White, Wayne William, Bettina Wilson, Isaac Wilson and Michelle Wilson-Van Dyke, all of whom are greatly missed; and
WHEREAS, the Ribault Class of 1979 graduated in the Jacksonville Veterans Memorial Coliseum on June 5, 1979, led by class Valedictorian Belinda Grant and Salutatorian Suzette Collins, and celebrate the 35th anniversary of that memorable day this year; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends the Jean Ribault High School Class of 1979 for their outstanding achievements in high school and in the Jacksonville community and the wider world, and congratulates the students, faculty, administration and staff of the Class of 1979 on the occasion of the 35th anniversary of their graduation.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 

Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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